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Response to Amendment 

1. This is in response to an amendment filed on August 1 1, 2005, for patent letter filed on 
August 10, 2001. In the amendment, claims 1-21 are pending. No amendments have been 
amended in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on August 11, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

3. Applicant argues that the prior art fails to teach the inventive concept of "dual use of the 
unique sender generated identifier and the unique carrier generated identifier", as recited 
in each of independent claims. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the 
characterization of the prior art inventive concept. O'Callaghan teaches that in section 
0007 on page 1, that the article is placed into an infeed means for transporting. This 
simply means that in order for the article to be transported a verification process has 
taking place. In addition, one must note that a serial number, barcode, an unique identifier 
has to present on the article ion order for the transporting to take place. O'Callaghan 
discloses this in section {0007}. Also in section {0013}, O'Callaghan discloses that the 
apparatus comprises scanning means for automatic reading of barcodes that is associated 
with the groups of articles. This refers to an unique identifier. Note that a bar code is also 
known within the art, that it's widely use an identifier for mail pieces or articles or large 
sized packages. O'Callagahan focuses on numerous aspect within the invention. He has 
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invented an apparatus and method that is use to verify information that is affixed to the 
article so that it may be transported, {abstract}. For all the stated reasons and the reasons 
stated within the Office Action, the rejection remains. Therefore the all-dependent claims 
are subject to the same rejection. O'Callaghan's invention reflect solely on the same 
method and system that the applicant is disclosing as his invention. 

4. If further explanation is need on this matter, The Applicant is advised to exercise the right 
to contact the examiner. 

5 . Below is a replica of the Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Application/Control Number: 09/927,963 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3639 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by John 
O'Callaghan et al. (US Pub No. 2004/021 1838) referenced as O'Callaghan. 



AsPerClaiml: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method for tracking through a carrier distribution system a mail 
item created by a sender, the method comprising the steps of: ([pg.l, 0006]; automatically 
verified and transported along a path). 

inducting the mail item into the carrier distribution system, the mail item having thereon a 
unique sender generated identifier; obtaining the unique sender generated identifier from the mail 
item during processing of the mail item in the carrier distribution system; ([pgl, 0007]; infeed 
means for transporting the article from input to processing stages). 

assigning a unique carrier generated identifier to the mail item; associating the unique sender 
generated identifier with the unique carrier generated identifier; the carrier tracking the location 
of the mail item through the carrier distribution system using the unique carrier generated 
identifier; and allowing the sender to obtain location information about the mail item using the . 
unique sender generated identifier without the sender having knowledge of the unique carrier 
generated identifier, ([pgl, 0012]; include a number of parameters such as barcodes). 

• Also discloses a method where the verification apparatus is to read affixed 
information;(pg.l, [0006]): 

• Various kinds of barcode information;(pg 1, [0010]): 

• Recognition of indicia appearing on article;(pg.l, [0010]): 
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• Comprise identification printing means for identification of the article; (pg . 1 , 
[0008]): 

• Serial Communication links are used to for exchange of messages, and data; 
(pg.2,[0018]): 

As Per Claim 2: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method further comprising applying the unique carrier generated 
identifier to the mail item (pg. 1 , [0006], recognition of the indicia on the article). 

As Per Claim 3 and 4: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method further comprising applying the unique carrier generated 
identifier in a bar code form (pg. 1, [0006], information is affixed to article, verifying the data). 

As Per Claim 5: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method wherein the mail item has a recipient address printed 
thereon and the unique sender generated identifier is located on the mail item proximate the 
recipient address and further comprising using the unique sender generated identifier for locating 
the recipient address (pgl, [0012], include numbers such as barcodes and address information, 
and postage). 

As Per Claim 6: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method wherein the unique sender generated identifier includes 
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an address and further comprising the carrier obtaining the address from the unique sender 
generated identifier and supplying to the address information about the location of the mail item 
(pgl , [0012], include numbers such as barcodes and address information, and postage and 
destination). 

As Per Claim 7 and 17: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method wherein the address is one of an e-mail address, a pager 
number, and a facsimile machine number, (pg. 3, [0033], mail piece will include address 
location, words, characters or other indicia). 

As Per Claim 8 and 18: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method wherein the unique sender generated identifier includes 
an electronic address and additional data that uniquely identifies the mail item,(pg. 3, [0033], 
mail piece will include address location, words, characters or other indicia). 

As Per Claim 9: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method further comprising uniquely associating the unique 
sender generated and unique carrier generated identifiers by storing them in a file,(pg 3, [0035]; 
the system assigns each mail piece to a data file). 

As Per Claim 10: 

O'Callaghan discloses a method further comprising reading the unique carrier generated 



Application/Control Number: 09/927,963 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3639 

identifier at a plurality of locations throughout the carrier distribution system, storing in the file a 
date stamp, a time stamp, and a location identifier each time the reading of the unique carrier 
generated identifier occurs, and associating in the file the date stamp, time stamp, and location 
identifier with the unique carrier generated identifier and the unique sender generated identifier, 
([pgl, 0012]; barcode, postage value, destinations required for database). 

© Also discloses the system assigns each mail piece to a data file (pg.3, [0035]) 

• Scan field is illuminated by a high intensity light system, (pg 3, [0034]) 

• Mail piece indicates selected words and characters on the indicia, (pg3,[0033]). 

• Mail piece is measured from the image or from the sensors (pg3 5 [0031]). 

• The scanned image is processed by the address on the mail piece and reading the address 
and registers the barcode, (pg 3, [0036]). 

As Per Claim 11: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system a carrier distribution system for tracking a mail item 
having a unique sender generated identifier thereon, the carrier distribution system comprising: 
means for reading the unique sender generated identifier from the mail item; means for including 
a unique carrier generated identifier on the mail item; a data base that associates the unique 
sender generated identifier with the unique carrier generated identifier; at least one sensor that 
reads the unique carrier generatedHdentifier from the mail item and provides location 
information to the data base that is associated with the unique carrier generated identifier so that 
at times when the carrier distribution system receives a location query from an entity about the 
mail item via submission of the unique sender generated identifier the location information is 
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obtainable from the database without requiring submission of the unique carrier generated 
identifier by the entity,(The system assigns each mail piece to a data file (pg.3, [0035]). 

• Scan field is illuminated by a high intensity light system, (pg 3, [0034]) 

• Mail piece indicates selected words and characters on the indicia, (pg3,[0033]). 

• Mail piece is measured from the image or from the sensors (pg3, [003 1]). 

• The scanned image is processed by the address on the mail piece and reading the address 
and registers the barcode, (pg 3, [0036]). 

As Per Claim 12: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the means for reading is an automatic 
facer/canceler, (The scanned image is processed by the address on the mail piece and reading the 
address and registers the barcode, (pg 3, [0036]). 

As Per Claim 13: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the unique carrier generated identifier is printed 
in a bar code form, (ID number has been printed on the mail piece and the barcode; pg3, [0036]). 

As Per Claim 14: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the unique sender generated identifier is in a bar 
code form (ID number has been printed on the mail piece and the barcode; pg3 5 [0036]). 



As Per Claim 15: 
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O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the mail item has a recipient address printed 
thereon and the unique sender generated identifier is located on the mail item proximate the 
recipient address and the advanced facer/canceler detects the unique sender generated identifier 
and uses such detection for locating the recipient address, (the system identifies and verifies the 
accuracy within the address database, col3, [0036]). 

As Per Claim 16: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the unique sender generated identifier includes 
an address and the means for reading obtains the address from the unique sender generated 
identifier and supplies to the address an indication that the mail item has been read at the means 
for reading, (Each message is acknowledged with a ACK, pg3 [0042]). 

As Per Claim 19: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the location information includes a date stamp, a 
time stamp, and a location identifier (ID number has been printed on the mail piece, stamp value, 
barcode value and identifies and verifies and the address, pg 3, [0036]). 

As Per Claim 20: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the unique sender generated identifier includes 
an indication of the type of premium service that is requested for the mail item,(Verifies that 
aspects of the mail are consistent with the information provided, pg3, [0036]). 



Application/Control Number: 09/927,963 
Art Unit: 3639 



Page 10 



As Per Claim 21: 

O'Callaghan discloses a system wherein the means for including is a printer, (Mail piece 
by the inkjet printer; pg3,[0036]). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday, The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's immediate 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
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from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/0 Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




JOHN W.HAYES 
ISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



